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MISSION BEACH
PLANNING & MAPPING

The first community workshop for the Mission
Beach Planning and Mapping Project brought
together a packed house of landholders,
farmers, business owners, conservation
groups, long-term locals and newcomers at
Ninney Rise in Bingil Bay.

Across the day, participants shared local
knowledge, lived experience and deep concern
for the future of Mission Beach. Conversations
focused on habitat, cassowary movement,
development pressures and where current
planning systems are failing on the ground.

The strength of engagement confirmed what
many already knew: people care deeply about
this place and want practical, fair tools to
protect what makes Mission Beach unique.

MISSION BEACH COMES TOGETHER
TO MAP WHAT MATTERS

 

Mission Beach Photo: Liz Gallie.

PROJECT UPDATE – FEBRUARY 2026

Several consistent themes emerged during the
November workshop:

Mapping must reflect reality. Participants
identified clear gaps between existing
vegetation and corridor maps and what is
seen on the ground, particularly in regrowth
areas and along creeks.

Planning rules are unclear and inconsistent.
Overlapping state, federal and local
frameworks were seen to enable habitat loss
while placing disproportionate burdens on
responsible landholders.

Known cassowary corridors and prime
agricultural land need stronger protections.
Existing planning language is vague and non-
binding, making it difficult to consistently
protect these critical areas.

Incentives matter. Strong support was
expressed for incentives that reward
stewardship — such as rates relief, practical
assistance and community recognition —
rather than relying on regulation alone.

Better communication and access to
information. Residents highlighted that they
only become aware of clearing or
developments after work has started,
highlighting the need for better access and
more timely communication.

WHAT WE HEARD AT WORKSHOP #1

Dr Ro Hill (JCU), Community Workshop 1 at Ninney Rise



PROJECT TIMELINE

Project Commenced 
June, 2025
Community Workshop 1 
Nov 8th, 2025 
Community Workshop 2 
March 14th, 2026
Final Report Delivery:
July, 2026

WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW:

Proudly sponsored by Cassowary Coast Regional Council

The project team is now consolidating everything
shared at Workshop 1 to guide the next phase of
work, including:

Refining Matters of Local Environmental
Significance (MLES) mapping using community
input and local knowledge
Testing how planning guidance can better
reflect on-ground habitat values
Developing an incentives framework that
supports conservation, landholders and
community wellbeing
Preparing materials for the next round of
community discussion

These elements will be brought back to the
community for feedback during the March
Workshop.

Derek Blank, Community Workshop 1 at Ninney Rise

WHAT’S NEXT: COMMUNITY
WORKSHOP MARCH 14TH

Our next community workshop in March is a
chance to shape what comes next.

At the workshop, we’ll:
Share what we’ve learned so far from
mapping and community input
Walk through the draft Matters of Local
Environmental Significance (MLES)
mapping layer for Mission Beach
Talk through proposed planning and
incentive revisions and hear what will —
and won’t — work for our community

When: March 14th, 2026
Where: Ninney Rise, Bingil Bay
Who: All community members welcome

Register your interest in attending online
www.ninneyrise.com

Tony O’Malley (Terrain NRM), Community Workshop 1 at Ninney Rise
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