PROJECT UPDATES

BALANCING CONSERVATION &
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

A new project funded by a grant from
Cassowary Coast Regional Council is aiming
to support smarter conservation and
development planning in Mission Beach. It
will map rainforest values, identify priority
areas for protection and incentives, and
ensure local planning reflects community
knowledge and aspirations.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Mission Beach contains Australia’s second-largest
area of lowland rainforest and the highest density
of cassowaries in any urban setting. Mission
Beach is known for its leadership of reef and
rainforest conservation since the 1960s.

It is home to extraordinary biodiversity and a
community that has long worked to protect these
values.

Yet in recent years, significant environmental
decline has occurred. Mission Beach is now a
national hotspot for cassowary vehicle strikes.
Without clear planning, expected population
growth and coastal development could place
even more pressure on local ecosystems.

< friendsofninneyrise@gmail.com
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Mission Beach and Dunk Island.
Photo: Steven Nowakowski.

Cassowary and chick. Photo: Liz Gallie

WHAT THE PROJECT WILL DELIVER

e Steering Committee formed with key local
and scientific leaders

e Two community workshops hosted to
gather local knowledge and perspectives

e Detailed web-based map atlas created of
forest remnants and wildlife corridors

e Focus on urban footprint

e Existing incentives and planning tools
reviewed to identify gaps and
opportunities

e Qutcomes Report drafted for public
review before final delivery to the
Cassowary Coast Regional Council

facebook.com/ninneyrise/ @ www.ninneyrise.com



PROJECT TIMELINE
WHO IS INVOLVED Project commenced: June, 2025

The project is supported by the Cassowary Coast Stakeholder workshop 1: Nov 8th, 2025
Regional Council through its Community Projects Stakeholder workshop 2: March, 2026
and Initiatives Grant. It is led by Friends of Ninney Final report delivery: July, 2026

Rise, a local community organisation.

The project leadership team is:
* Dr Ro Hill, James Cook University U m :
¢ Tony O’Malley, Terrain NRM =8 98 : KURRIMINE
* Di Tarte, Marine Ecosystems Policy Advisors T : ,
* Liz Gallie, Friends of Ninney Rise
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“Mission Beach is a sanctuary for wildlife and
habitat; its defining feature is a strong human
community that acts to protect its special values.
Mission Beach is an exemplar of sustainable
living, both environmentally friendly and
culturally diverse. Mission Beach has a tropical SOUTH MISSION BEACH
landscape character where urban, farming, and
forest communities blend to maintain a
harmonious setting with strong visual appeal”

- Mission Beach Habitat Network Action Plan, p.2
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